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Cleveland-based TV show
stars local actors, locations
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Cleveland-based show
stars local actors

He garnered enough support
to buy late-night spots on Dish,
which was cheaper than buying
time on local television stations,
he said.

He liked the late-night berth
because he thinks that people
who are up past midnight will
like the series and because some
episodes will contain adult
themes.

Michaels found like-minded
entrepreneurs, such as Massimo
da Milano Restaurant, were ea-
ger to help a project that could
boost 's image.,

He made deals without show-
ing sponsors any footage. “They
did not care,” he said. “Business
| is about the other person. They
don’t care about me.*

Michael Feigenbaum, owner of
Lucy’s Sweet Surrender bakery in
Cleveland, said he made a small
investment in the series. In ex-
change, Michaels wrote the bak-
ery into scripts as a police hang-
out.

“I thought that would be real
fun,” said Feigenbaum, who even
got to say a few lines. “It's pretty
brave of someone in this day,
‘when everything is so hyped, and
he's shoestring. I believe in small
local business. He represents
that to me.”

On a recent sunny afternoon,
Michaels switched from busi-
nessman to filmmaker. A few

cast members, plus one camera-
man operating a digital camera,
gathered at the Whiskey Island
Marina to shoot scenes for the
fourth episode. A small building
at the marina stands in for the
fictional Seventh District police
headquarters.

Michaels, 39, has written and
directed most of the episodes,
but he has brought in other
screenwriters and directors as
‘well.

The striking Ada Carolina Or-
tiz, who plays Angie, rehearsed a
scene with two other actors. Or-
tiz is the third actress to play An-
gie; the others left due to dis-
agreements with Michaels, who
had to reshoot episodes.

Ortiz said she thinks “Out of
Darkness” will let Cleveland's
filmmaking community show its
talents to the nation.

“Angie's personality, troubled
past and the extreme circum-
stances she goes through allow
me to show & wide range of emo-
tions,” Ortiz, who lives in Cha-
grin Falls, wrote in an e-mail

cast after Michaels saw him per-
form at Cleveland Public Theatre
in 2002. Primer, who lives in
South Euclid, is excited that the
series finally has made it to the
airwaves.

“Now someone can turn on the
TV, and there you are,” said
Primer.

Michaels plays one of the main

characters, the shifty prosecutor
George Bailey Raft. Michaels
took on the role because he ini-
tially thought it would be small.
But after Michaels and actor
George Fiderio, playing a shady
businessman, clicked in their
scenes together, Raft's role was
expanded.

The first time that Michaels
got behind a camera, he was fill-
ing in for a director who had
bailed on a small project for
which Michaels had written a
script.

Growing up on Cleveland's
East Side, he was more inter-

0gy,
and theater, He said that a family
trust fund provides living ex-
penses but can't be used to fund
his projects.

Michaels directed a few inde-
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pendent film projects, including
“Blood Kiss: Soul of a Woman.”
They didn't find distribution. He
learned that films take a long
time to shoot, with no guarantee
of distribution or income at the
end.

Now “Out of Darkness” has a
chance to find an audience. Mi-
chaels has paid for five episodes
to air, but he's certain that fund-
ing for the entire 13-episode sea-
son will come through. He knows
that his cast and sponsors are
counting on him to complete the
series.

“I have a to
these people to do what I said 1
would do,” be said.
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